
Ontario, California
Taylor And Ariana Kern 

About 35 miles east of downtown 
Los Angeles, California, sits a 

faithful testimony of God’s grace, not 
only from generation to generation, but 
also from tongue to tongue. The same 
church that pioneering Dutch families 
planted over 90 years ago in the city 
of Ontario extends its branches out to 
share the unchangeable Gospel with 

others who now call this city home. For us at Ontario United 
Reformed Church, this means reaching out to our 120,000 
Spanish-speaking neighbours as Iglesia Reformada de Ontario.
 
If you were to frequent the Ontario supermarkets, gas stations, 
and parks, you would quickly realize that more people speak 
Spanish here than English. In March of 2014 Latinos surpassed 
whites to become California’s largest racial/ethnic group. Today 
Latinos make up nearly 40% of the country’s most populous state. 

Since Spring 2006, our English-language congregation has 
sought to bring desperately needed light to this expansive Latino 
community through the Spanish-language ministry. Rev. Ruben 
Sernas faithfully served as our Spanish-language pastor from 
2006 until 2014. After he accepted the call to the URCNA church 
plant in Somerset, Maryland, our Council sought a qualified 
bilingual man to serve as a labourer in this ripe vineyard. The 
Lord has now provided Mr. Taylor Kern, a fully bilingual recent 
M.Div. graduate from Westminster Seminary California, and 
native to our San Bernardino County, to be the full-time Spanish-
language pastoral intern. We plan to recommend Taylor for his 
classis candidacy examination in September as we hope and 
expect to call him as pastor of the work, should the Lord provide 
the resources.

In his undergraduate years, Taylor studied abroad in Mexico City 
for six months and received a B.A. in Spanish from UC Santa 
Barbara. Taylor’s wife, Ariana, is a Mexican-American whose 
mother-tongue is Spanish. As newcomers to Ontario, they plan 
to dive into the local stream of Chicano culture in order to spread 
the good news of Christ and his Church. We also rejoice in the 
Lord with them that Ariana is expecting their first covenant child 
in October; it’s a boy! Taylor will serve closely alongside our newly 
appointed elder, Gabriel Gutierrez. A new outreach committee is 
busy planning events like free English-as-a-Second-Language 
classes and neighbourhood food-drives. In other news, 
our bilingual deacon, Eddy Garcia, plans to begin studies at 

Westminster Seminary California in the Fall. And there are other 
bilingual men in our church (both from the English-language 
and Spanish-language groups) who are considering the gospel 
ministry long-term. Our hope is that Iglesia Reformada de Ontario 
may become a base from which we launch Spanish-language 
church plants all over greater Los Angeles. 
 
We praise the Lord that over the past year, despite the lack of a 
pastor, our core member households remained stable, and we 
have seen new visitors at our Sunday morning worship services. 
Two new families have become regular attendees: Mrs. Rosa 
Martinez and her three children, as well as Evilio Ponce and his 
son Edgar. This is, we pray, just the first fruit of a new season 
of outreach, growth, and maturity for us. We may also report- to 
the praise of our glorious, gracious Lord- that a member of the 
ministry who has been under the formal discipline of the church 
for years, has returned to us and is working through the process 
of reconciliation to Christ and His Church.

Please keep us in your prayers as we minister to the vastly 
unreached Spanish-speaking population here in Southern 
California. May Christ’s name be hallowed among us in every 
tongue, and may His Kingdom come!
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“Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers...”  Matthew 9:38 August 2015

Missions Newsletter of the URCNA

Taylor and Ariana Kern and newly installed elder 
Gabriel & Rosy Gutierrez and family

If you are interested in supporting this work 
financially, please contact Ontario URC at: 

adam.kaloostian@gmail.com



Divine Hope Reformed 
Bible Seminary
Pastor Nathan & Paula Brummel 

DHRBS is a prison seminary with 
campuses in Illinois and Indiana. 
Rev. Nathan Brummel serves as both 
administrator and professor.

This summer Divine Hope Reformed 
Bible Seminary opened a Study 

Center at the Rockville Women’s Prison 
in Rockville, IN. A study center is an 
educational study center of the seminary 
that provides a certificate program. In our 
study centers we offer fifteen courses in 
our Christian Foundations Curriculum. 
Two of these classes use the Heidelberg 
Catechism to teach the Apostle’s Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. Around 50 Reformed ladies 
volunteered to join our faculty in teaching 
this intensive six-week course on the 
Heidelberg Catechism from the end of 
June to the beginning of August. 
 
It is a joy to teach the Bible and theology 
in the women’s prison. The Holy Spirit 
is mightily at work in the hearts and 
lives of most of the 28 new students. 
The ladies are terribly excited about 
studying the Heidelberg Catechism. 
One lady shared that her memorization 
of Question and Answer 1 of the 
Heidelberg Catechism has had a big 
impact on her perspective of life. She is 
comforted to know that she is not her 
own but belongs to her faithful Savior. 
This knowledge has reoriented her life. 
Other ladies testify that before they had 
faith, but they lacked understanding. 
They are finding that a systematic 
study of the basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith following the guide of the 
Heidelberg Catechism is theologically 
and spiritually transformative. Many 
tears of joy and sadness are shed in the 
classroom. Especially tears are shed 
when volunteers need to say goodbye 
after a few days. 

This summer session is not only a 
course--it is an extended women’s 

retreat. The volunteers are enjoying 
the teaching and growing spiritually 
themselves. Volunteers and the 
prisoners enjoy coffee times together. 
There is Christian fellowship as everyone 
involved enjoys lemonade, donated 
cookies and fresh fruit and vegetables. 
Volunteers are staying at the Turkey Run 
State Park or Hobson Farms.
 
The students at the Rockville Women’s 
Prison are not hardened, tough women. 
They could be your sister, your mother, 
your cousin, or your grandmother. Some 
of the students are getting out next year 
while others face 30 year sentences. 
They are not ladies you would be afraid 
to meet in a dark alley. A few ladies 
might have tattoos, but they are not 
getting new prison tattoos. They are 
kind, spiritually minded women. They 
included new converts. Other ladies 
embrace Reformed theology. They are 
excited about sovereign election and 
justification by grace alone through 
faith alone. They love their Bibles. They 
love to pray. One prisoner is preparing a 
speech on sola fide. The ladies ask hard 
and good questions. Two weeks into 
the class, students are embracing the 
doctrine of sovereign providence and 
finding great comfort in the truth that 
not a hair can fall from their heads apart 

from the will of their Heavenly Father. 
All of the ladies show a good interest 
in the lectures. They are willing to sit 
through long lectures. They participate 
in group discussions.
 
The new students love to sing. Beth 
Elzinga, a member of Grace United 
Reformed Church, helped to put a new 
seminary choir together. She quickly 
had the ladies singing soprano, alto, 
and high tenor. The choir learned how to 
sing a musical version of Question and 
Answer 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism, 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed, 
and other hymns.
 
The Holy Spirit has given the majority 
of the new students a thirst for spiritual 
things. They want to study the Bible and 
they want to learn theology. They have 
sensitive consciences and want to live 
new and godly lives. 
 
Grace and peace,
Nathan Brummel

Administrator at Divine Hope 
Reformed Bible Seminary
(616) 822-2397
divinehopedanville@yahoo.com
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